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Acknowledgement of Country
Sunshine Coast Open House acknowledges the traditional 
Country of the Kabi Kabi and the Jinibara Peoples of the coastal 
plains and hinterlands of the Sunshine Coast, and recognises 
that these have always been places of cultural, spiritual, social 
and economic significance. 

We wish to pay respect to their Elders – past, present and 
emerging, and acknowledge the important role Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play within the 
Sunshine Coast community.

COVER IMAGE: Moffat Beach House | Tim Bennetton Architects | Christopher Frederick Jones
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WELCOME

Unlock the doors to some of the Sunshine Coast’s 
most inspiring buildings when they open to the 
public on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 October 2021.
Sunshine Coast Open House is a free community event 
which offers rare behind-the-scenes access to the Sunshine 
Coast’s best buildings ranging from private homes, corporate 
buildings, heritage treasures and sustainable spaces.

Enjoy meeting the people who design, build and preserve 
these buildings and celebrate the region’s unique history, 
architecture and built form.

Sunshine Coast Open House is part of the Open House 
Worldwide network, founded in London in 1992 and now in  
46 cities around the world.



Hinterland
1  Bankfoot House SAT & SUN

 1998 Old Gympie Road, Glass House Mountains

2   Fairview (Pattemore House) SAT 
 15 Porters Lane, Maleny

BOOKING REQUIRED 

3  Bergman House SAT 
 Maleny (address confirmed when booking secured)

4  Railton House SAT 
 Maleny (address confirmed when booking secured)

Caloundra
5  Caloundra Regional Gallery SAT & SUN

 22 Omrah Avenue, Caloundra

6  Caloundra Lighthouses SAT
 3 Canberra Terrace, Kings Beach

BOOKING REQUIRED 

7  Moffat Beach House SAT
 Moffat Beach (address confirmed when booking secured)

8  Wilson Beach House SAT
 Dicky Beach (address confirmed when booking secured)

Sippy Downs
9  USC Art Gallery SAT

 USC, 90 Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy Downs

Maroochydore / Buderim
10  Pioneer Cottage Buderim SAT & SUN
 5 Pioneer Crescent (formerly Ballinger Crescent), 
Buderim

BOOKING REQUIRED 

11  Currimundi House SAT 
 Buderim (address confirmed when booking secured) 

12  Foundation Place SAT 
 8 Market Lane, Maroochydore

Mudjimba

BOOKING REQUIRED 

13  Mudjimba Beach House SAT
 Mudjimba (address confirmed when booking secured)

Yandina

BOOKING REQUIRED 

14  Koongalba SUN

 Yandina (address confirmed when booking secured)

Peregian Beach / Sunshine Beach
15  Sparks Architects Studio SUN

 Shop 5, 212 David Low Way, Peregian Beach

BOOKING REQUIRED 

16  Peregian Beach House SUN

 Peregian Beach (address confirmed when booking secured)

17  Helia House SUN

 Peregian Beach (address confirmed when booking secured)

SPECIAL OPEN STUDIO

Yanni van Zijl Studio SUN

Sunshine Beach (address confirmed when booking secured)

Noosa Hinterland
18  Bark Studio SUN

 413 Sunrise Road, Tinbeerwah

BOOKING REQUIRED 

19  Quadropod House SUN
 Doonan (address confirmed when booking secured) 

20  Sunrise Studio SUN
 Doonan (address confirmed when booking secured) 

21  Crew House SUN
 Doonan (address confirmed when booking secured)

22  The Paddock SUN
 Tinbeerwah (address confirmed when booking secured) 

23  The Majestic Theatre SUN
 3 Factory Street, Pomona

24  Pomona Railway Station Gallery SAT & SUN
 10 Station Street, Pomona

BOOKING REQUIRED 

25  Alfredson's Joinery SUN
 28 King Street, Cooran

BUILDINGS OPEN:

SATURDAY ONLY SUNDAY ONLY SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
SUNSHINE COAST MAYOR

The much-anticipated Sunshine Coast Open House is back with a 
full weekend of open houses, walking tours and a thought-provoking 
architectural Open Forum.

The 2021 Open House program offers 25 buildings for public 
viewing, from architecturally designed houses, to state heritage-
listed buildings. The program is available for everyone to enjoy and 
to celebrate architecture that represents Sunshine Coast’s unique 
lifestyle. 

By popular demand, beach houses of Moffat Beach and Dicky Beach 
have returned, together with the informative Moffatt Beach tour. 
New walking tours are programmed across the region, including 
heritage walks in Yandina, Palmwoods and Caloundra. 

For the first time, residents and visitors will have access to 
Foundation Place, located in Australia’s newest and most dynamic 
City Centre in Maroochydore. This five-level ultra-modern 
architecturally designed office, with roof-top terrace, has prime 
views of the City Hall and Urban Square in Maroochydore. 

It is time to explore the Sunshine Coast through the Open House 
weekend program, which extends beyond buildings to include 
social events, a photo competition, discussion panel and a chance 
to speak with architects. I hope you will be part of a weekend that 
brings people from far afield to see our magnificent Sunshine Coast.

Sunshine Coast Council’s Cultural Heritage Levy is a proud sponsor 
of Sunshine Coast Open House, and we thank other sponsors, 
volunteers, host organisations and the committee in supporting this 
amazing event. I hope you will be part of this excitement.

Best wishes,

MAYOR MARK JAMIESON 
Sunshine Coast Council
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF  
ARCHITECTS (QLD) PRESIDENT

The 2021 Sunshine Coast Open House programme moves between homes 
and lighthouses, the hinterland and the sea and heritage and contemporary 
work. Many of these buildings illustrate the unique connection between 
landscape, sustainability, materiality and place that architects in the region 
are renowned for. To put this in context, of the six Queensland practices 
awarded the nation’s highest individual honour – The AIA Gold Medal – three 
have based their practices and/or built a substantial body of work on the 
Sunshine Coast. In so doing they have not only left a built legacy, they have 
left a living one. With the principles held close by these medallists being 
more relevant than ever and with a number of practicing architects on the 
Sunshine Coast having been mentored by them, many continue to work in 
these traditions. 

More broadly, in the next decade South-East Queensland will welcome an 
Olympic and Paralympic games and face a doubling of our population in 
the next 35 years, an aging population (with a preference for aging in place), 
ongoing adjustments for Covid and a changing relationship with the car, 
coupled with the changing face of work, education and retail, the challenge 
for our buildings to be more adaptable has never been greater. Through this 
programme the architects of the Sunshine Coast not only illustrate their 
skills in sustainable place making, in all its forms, many of the projects also 
illustrate the architect’s ability to creatively adapt built forms to new ways 
of living and working.

With change looming and the opportunity to find new and better ways of 
living, the skills of the architect have never been more important. I would 
encourage you to take advantage of this great programme and in so doing to 
look at this work through a new lens, the lens of possibility. If you look closely 
you can see that even as things change, the principles which the architecture 
of the Sunshine Coast is built upon will stand us all in good stead and if you 
look closely you will also see the potential that contemporary architects have 
to realise the adaptable outcomes we will all need in the decades to come.

DR MICHAEL LAVERY FRAIA 
President, Australian Institute of Architects, Queensland Chapter
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PARTNERS & SPONSORS

PRINCIPAL PARTNER OFFICIAL PARTNER

PARTNERS

PHOTOGRAPHY PARTNER

TOURISM PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

SUPPORTERS



 PLAN YOUR DAY

Some buildings participating in Sunshine 
Coast Open House weekend do not require 
bookings. You simply turn up during the 
advertised opening hours on Saturday 23 
and/or Sunday 24 October.
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15 buildings offer pre-booked tours. 
Online bookings open on Wednesday 
13 October at 9am. Please visit 
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au  
or scan the QR code to book.

STEP 1
Browse the building list at sunshinecoastopenhouse.
com.au or in this guidebook, pick your favourites and 
plan your itinerary for the weekend. To assist you, 
we have added icons to identify historical buildings 
and environmentally sustainable buildings. Please 
check the day and times that the buildings are open. 
They vary from site to site.

STEP 3
Be prepared: some sites have limited space and may 
have waiting lines.

STEP 4
Explore the Sunshine Coast and enjoy your 
weekend. Upload photos during your Open 
House journey and hashtag #SCOH21 and 
#SunshineCoastOpenHouse

STEP 2
Visit sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au for 
more building information. Follow Sunshine 
Coast Open House for live updates: 

@SunshineCoastOpenHouse

@SunshineCoastOpenHouse

@SunshineCoastOH

KEY
Environmentally 
sustainable buildings

Historical buildings

Open Saturday only

Open Sunday only

Open Saturday 
& Sunday

Book tickets online 
via the QR code.



PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

OPEN CATEGORY
Open to all amateur and 
professional photographers. 
Entries can be submitted in four 
categories:

• Exterior  • Detail 
• Interior • People

$1,000 prize courtesy of  
Queensland Timber Flooring

STUDENT CATEGORY
Open to all school students. 

Entries will be judged on the 
same criteria as above.

$250 prize courtesy of  
Queensland Timber Flooring

If you have a passion for the built environment and urban landscape enter the 2021 
Sunshine Coast Open House Focus on Architecture Photography Competition.
Visit participating Sunshine Coast Open House buildings allowing photography on 
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 October and snap your winning photo.

All entries are judged on three criteria:
•    Creativity

•    Quality of photography

•    Significance to architecture

Entries are judged by a committee comprising local architects, a representative 
from Queensland Timber Flooring, and USC Lecturer in Photography Tricia King.
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All entries must be submitted (uploaded) to www.sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au 
before 5pm on Wednesday 27 October 2021.
* Please note some buildings have photography restrictions. 
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PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY QUEENSLAND TIMBER FLOORING

BELOW: 2019 winning image. Mike Ahern Centre by Hossein Farahani.
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Prominent Sunshine Coast artist Yanni 
van Zijl has created a thought-provoking 
and mesmerising artwork for Sunshine 
Coast Open House 2021, inspired by the 
spatial qualities of design and our built 
environment’s response to climate.
Yanni’s artwork is printed on the Sunshine 
Coast Open House 2021 tote bag. You can 
secure one of these limited-edition tote bags 
by signing up as a volunteer for this year’s 
event. To volunteer visit:  
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

Yanni is a professionally trained photographer 
who took two years off to study a Diploma of 
Fine Art. Here she enjoyed the exploration 
of other creative mediums. She is currently 
enjoying 3D work, particularly ephemeral 
and environmental installations as well as 
continuing her exploration of form in ceramics.

Most recently she has added performance 
art and film into her growing skill set. Her 
work is often a comment or statement about 
the environment and her aim is that the work 
arouses discussion and awareness about the 
issues she chooses to highlight.

ABOVE: Open House by Yanni Van Zijl

LEFT: Yanni Van Zijl

OPEN STUDIO
Yanni invites you to her private studio on 
Sunshine Coast Open House weekend to 
see her at work and experience the creative 
process first-hand.

ADDRESS. Sunshine Beach (address 
confirmed when booking secured)

OPEN. SUN 24 OCT. 10.45am, 11.30am, 1pm, 
1.45pm, 2.30pm (booking required)

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access and limited 
parking. 

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

WEBSITE. yannivanzijl.com

OPEN ARTIST & STUDIO
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GREAT DEBATE

UP OR OUT  
Increasing density in existing 
urban areas is the future for the 
Sunshine Coast.

In a battle of wit, some of the region’s finest 
minds will test the idea – ‘Increasing density 
in existing urban areas is the future for 
the Sunshine Coast’ – in a provocative and 
entertaining debate. The affirmative team will 
argue to ‘rise up’ and the negative team will 
argue to ‘spread out’.

The Sunshine Coast is an attractive and 
comfortable place to settle. Long, balmy 
summers and warm, clear winters set the scene 
for a healthy, relaxed lifestyle, with a strong 
focus on enjoying the outdoors all year round. 

With a diverse community of more than 320,000 
residents across many coastal, hinterland and 
rural communities, the Sunshine Coast is one 
of the fastest growing regions in Australia. The 
population is expected to increase to 500,000 
by 2041 – roughly 8000 new residents each year. 
So how do we sustainably shape our future to 
accommodate our existing and new community? 
Importantly, what does the future look and feel 
like? What’s right for here? How high, how wide, 
how far and where? 

While architecture is not a driver of growth, 
architecture has a huge part to play in helping 
us grow well. There are many examples of 
buildings that, although tall, still ‘breathe’, 
still allow for indoor-outdoor living, still 
provide a connection to the environment and 
to community; and there are also many ‘not 
so good’ examples. Likewise, there are good 
examples of sustainable low-density suburbs 
and equally ‘not so good’ examples.

Under the unsparing eye of MC Cathryn 
Chatburn, award-winning urban designer, the 
arguments for going up or out will be laid bare. 

The winning team will be declared by Malcolm 
Middleton, Immediate Past Queensland 
Government Architect and Chair of Brisbane 
Open House.

FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER 2021
5.30pm arrival for 6pm start
Concludes at 7.30pm 
ADDRESS: USC Innovation Centre 
90 Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy Downs 
TICKETS: $15pp or $5pp for students 
(includes refreshments)
BOOK: sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY USC
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OUR BRILLIANT AND THOUGHTFUL 
DEBATERS:

Kerry Clare

Architect, Director of Clare 

Design

Phil Smith

Architect and Urban Designer, 

Director Gomango Architects

Elizabeth Watson-Brown

Architect, Adjunct Professor 

School of Architecture UQ

Dr Laurel Johnson

City and Social Planner

Dr Nicholas Stevens

Researcher & Senior Lecturer, 

Planning & Urban Design, USC

James Birrell

Landscape Architect, Director 

at Place Design Group

photographer Jessica Prince
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MOFFAT BEACH TOUR WITH HERITAGE 
ARCHITECT ROGER TODD
Saturday 23 October // 9.30am – 10.30am  
(booking required)

The period following WW2 represents a social 
phenomenon. The hardships and rationing 
following the war were over, there was full 
employment, people could afford holidays, 
they had cars and roads were improving. 
There was great optimism and a building 
boom. One outlet for this energy was the 
continuing story of Australia’s love affair with 
the beach. Caloundra, due to its proximity to 
Brisbane, Ipswich and Toowoomba, was a key 
destination for holiday makers. These were 
the formative years for Moffat Beach, with the 
suburb predominately bushland in 1940, but 
overflowing with holiday houses 20 years later. 
Often simple beach shacks, but sometimes 
more elaborate, the common language was 
informality. All the ideas of prestige and 
creation of personal territory could be left at 
home. It was the next step up from camping. 
People could tune into modern architectural 
ideas, but there was a basic simplicity and 
charm about these places.

Sunshine Coast Tours
Discover special places and learn 
more about the Sunshine Coast’s 
heritage during these small group 
walking tours.

All tours are FREE. 

Book your spot via 
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au 
or scan the QR code below.

Remember to wear suitable shoes, a 
hat, and take a bottle of water.

Visit sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au to 
find out more about our region’s 
public art, urban design and heritage. 
Or drop into your nearest Sunshine 
Coast Visitor Information Centre for 
walking tour brochures.

WALKING TOURS

THIS PAGE: Moffat Beach Tour. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: TOP Hire boats 
at Bulcock Beach 1938 © Picture 
Sunshine Coast, Sunshine Coast 
Council. BELOW Caloundra 
Heritage Tour © Picture Sunshine 
Coast, Sunshine Coast Council

Scan the QR code to 
book a walking tour:
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BULCOCK BEACH HISTORICAL TOUR
Saturday 23 October // 9.30am-10.15am  
(booking required)

Australia’s early beach culture was based on the 
establishment of Surf Life Saving Clubs in the 
early 1900s. Enjoy learning about the cultural, 
sociological and life-saving history of Bulcock 
Beach. Hear about prominent local residents 
'Ma (Majorie) and Pa (Ben) Bendell' who were 
two of the world's oldest surfboard riders and 
legendary in the surfing community. The couple 
were among the first surfers to ride waves in 
Caloundra in the late 1950s, earning fame in 
Australia and Hawaii after taking up board-riding 
aged 50 and 51. 

CALOUNDRA HERITAGE TOUR

Saturday 23 October // 10.30am – 11.15am  
& 11.30am – 12.15pm (booking required)

More than a hundred years ago, the first 
allotments of land were made available for 
sale at the Bulcock Estate, known today as the 
Caloundra CBD and Happy Valley. Discover 
the interesting history of Caloundra while you 
stroll along the town’s footpaths and learn 
about some of the old shops which once graced 
the street. Experience the history of Bulcock 
Street in days gone by and hear about some of 
the identities who once made Caloundra home. 
Meet Caloundra Family History Research Inc. 
tour hosts on the corner of Canberra Terrace 
and Bulcock Street and enjoy hearing how this 
beautiful area came to be.
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events. Staying true to the original design, the 
small theatrette now boasts a natural timber 
wall, which further enhances the centre’s 
wooden beam and raked ceilings. The re-
purposed theatrette showcases the First 
Nations at Bankfoot House virtual experience, 
which enables visitors to immerse themselves 
in a world prior to European settlement. 
Tour the precinct grounds to see other areas 
repurposed for interpretation.

PALMWOODS HERITAGE TOUR

Saturday 23 October // 11am – 12pm  
& 1pm – 2pm (booking required)

Palmwoods boasts many architectural reminders 
of days gone by on the Sunshine Coast. Land 
selection began in Palmwoods in the 1870s as 
a fruit-growing region. With the arrival of the 

DESIGN REDESIGNED @ BANKFOOT 
HOUSE
Saturday 23 October // 10am – 11am  
(booking required)

Buildings either remain static forever or 
evolve over time due to structural necessity 
or functional repurposing. The award-winning 
Mary Grigor Centre at the Bankfoot House 
Heritage Precinct has evolved over the 
past six years to become a fully functional 
interpretive centre and archival store. Hear 
how observation, evaluation and planning led 
to the significant functional changes that can 
be seen today. From sight-unseen termites to 
the necessity to reseal floors and walls, the 
outcome has contributed to raising the level 
of collection management, exhibitions, and 

WALKING TOURS
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railway line in 1891, the population boomed, 
and the town was named Palmwoods. The 
town significantly improved in the 1910s with 
the construction of a general store, hotel and 
ES&A bank, among other buildings. Many 
of these early buildings remain with minimal 
development in between, making Palmwoods an 
important character town. Palmwoods is highly 
regarded for its various eating and drinking 
establishments that operate from many of the 
cultural and heritage significant buildings. They 
exude character in their architectural design and 
features. This guided walk explores Palmwoods 
with a focus on character and heritage buildings 
located in the town’s central business district. 
The walk is packed with historical information 
and anecdotes about the town’s history.

YANDINA HERITAGE TOUR
Sunday 24 October // 10am – 11am  
(booking required)

The name Yandina honours our first inhabitants 
and means to go on foot. Yandina was 
proclaimed in 1870 and surveyed in 1871. Town 
blocks were sold from 1873. Hosted by members 
of the Yandina & District Historical Society, 
the walking tour will take in some of the town's 
fabulous historical gems including: the Anglican 
Church, built as an non-denominational church 
in 1880; the Yandina School of Arts, built by 
the community in 1916; John McNab’s general 
store, Excelsior House, built in 1909; and J.G. 
Sommer’s hotel, opened in 1889 on the corner 
of Fleming Street but soon relocated to near 
the railway station. He moved it on rollers while 
continuously serving beer! 

OPPOSITE PAGE: TOP Bankfoot 
House BELOW 'First Nations at 
Bankfoot House' virtual reality 
experience.

THIS PAGE: TOP: Stevens 
Street, Yandina ca 1924 © Picture 
Sunshine Coast, Sunshine Coast 
Council BELOW Palmwoods 
Heritage Tour
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directly to the landscape in an intimate act of 
placemaking. A divided plan – the built form 
gathers portions of the landscape in a series of 
informal courtyards-conceived as a ‘formative 
chain of ponds’.

Mill Hill Retreat achieved a 6-star energy 
efficiency rating and is fully self-sufficient, 
responsible for generating its own solar energy 
[5.2kW], water harvesting [62 kL] and advanced 
secondary waste-water treatment systems.

Sunshine Coast Open House is  
excited to launch the inaugural  
Open Architect Online Series in 2021. 
The Open Architect videos produced by 
Sunshine Coast Open House, invite you to 
take an exclusive and in-depth look at some 
extraordinary homes. Enjoy hearing directly 
from the architects and clients in the homes 
they have created together. They will take you 
through the design philosophy, techniques and 
innovations that make each home unique.

Each Open Architect conversation is facilitated 
by Professor Cameron Bruhn, Dean and Head of 
School at The University of Queensland’s School 
of Architecture.

Open Architect is an initiative of Sunshine Coast 
Open House, presented by Inspirations Paint 
Sunshine Coast. 

Watch the Open Architect Series online at 
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au/
openarchitect
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MILL HILL RETREAT | Phorm Architecture + 
Design

Mill Hill Retreat, winner of the Australian 
Institute of Architects 2020 Sunshine Coast 
House of the Year Award, is a sophisticated 
hinterland house poised on the edge of 
a cultivated ridge and a vast, wild valley. 
The architecture embraces and responds 

OPEN ARCHITECT

PROUDLY 
SUPPORTED BY 
INSPIRATIONS 
PAINT

SUNRISE STUDIO | Bark Architects
Sunrise Studio is a small self-contained home 
located on a ridge beside Quadropod House 
which was designed by Gabriel Poole. The studio 
was commissioned by the owners of Quadropod 
House to complement the existing house design 
and to provide independent accommodation for 
their daughter and grandson. 

Bark Architects located the studio lower on the 
land for privacy and seclusion and positioned 
the outdoor yoga deck, living and main bedroom 
to maximise the northeast aspect and ocean 
views for morning meditation. Transparency 
throughout the building ensures spaces connect 
with the outdoors and the natural bushland 
setting. Key design strategies include modular 
construction, retention of all existing trees, 
connection to all spaces through a central 'green' 
lightwell and roof modules orientated to allow 
for maximum northern light to enter the spaces.

 © Christopher Frederick Jones

 © Christopher Frederick Jones



InspirationsPaint.com.au
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Ask an Architect at ACE.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Man About Lake Weyba House

SATURDAY 9 OCTOBER // 3.30pm – 5.30pm
ADDRESS. ACE. Stone Gallery, 16-18 
Bearing Avenue, Warana
BOOK. Book your free spot at 
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au/whats-on

SATURDAY 16 & SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER
ADDRESS. Lake Weyba House (address 
confirmed when booking secured)

BOOK. modernistershows.com/product/
man-about-the-lake-weyba/

Thinking about building a new home or 
renovating an existing one? Ask an Architect at 
ACE. provides the perfect opportunity to talk 
to and seek inspiration from an architect in a 
relaxed environment.

If you’ve ever wondered about the benefits of 
engaging an architect, here’s your opportunity 
to demystify the process. With a strong focus on 
sustainability, our friendly team of registered, 
highly experienced architects will be on hand 
to answer any questions you have in relation to 
your design or building project.

Sunshine Coast architects participating in the 
event include:

• Lindy Atkin, Bark Architects |  
Chair Sunshine Coast Open House |  
QLD Chapter Councillor, Australian 
Institute of Architects

• Max Brammer, Brammer Architects

• Greg & Eliza King, K Architecture

• Chris Klar, Chris Klar Architects

• Liza Neil, Chair Sunshine Coast Region, 
Australian Institute of Architects

• Dan Sparks, Sparks Architects

• Roger Todd, Roger Todd Architect 
(Heritage Specialist)

• Michelle Wright, M+M Studio 

Please bring photographs of your site/project, 
your plans, sketches, concepts, and questions to 
your free mini consultation. Bookings essential.

Join Tim Ross and Kit Warhurst for the newest 

version of their award-winning show where 

comedy, music and design collide.

They are taking over one of our all-time 

favourite Sunshine Coast homes – Lake Weyba 

House designed by Gabriel Poole – as featured 

in the ABC documentary, Designing A Legacy.

PROUDLY 
SUPPORTED BY ACE. 
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High school students (aged from 14–18 years) 
thinking about studying architecture and design 
have an opportunity to learn more about the 
profession at a special workshop.

Sunshine Coast Open House, the Australian 
Institute of Architects (Qld Chapter), USC, 
Bond University, Griffith University, Queensland 
University of Technology, The University of 
Queensland, and Torrens University would like to 
extend an invitation to students in years 10, 11 and 
12 considering a career in architecture. 

Students will participate in a workshop and 
discover what it’s like to study architecture. 
They will also enjoy learning about related 
disciplines such as sustainability, design, interior 
architecture, urban design, and town planning. 

Students will enjoy:

• Speaking with current students, graduates, 
academics and practitioners about architecture, 
design, planning and sustainability pathways.

• Learning through making with a dynamic and 
fun model making activity.

• Hear from architects who will provide an insight 
about what the profession is like day-to-day.

Urban Sketching at SCOH21 Architect for a Day

SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER 
Wilson Beach House –10.30am-11.45am

Caloundra Lighthouses – 1.00pm- 2.30pm

BOOK. Book your free spot at 
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au/whats-on

SATURDAY 9 OCTOBER // 9.30am to 12.30pm 

ADDRESS. USC Auditorium, Innovation 
Centre, 90 Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy Downs
BOOK. Book your free spot at 
sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au/whats-on

Come and celebrate the remarkable history 
of Caloundra through Urban Sketching. The 
morning will uncover the distinctive and rich 
history of two unique buildings in Caloundra. 

This is a great opportunity for local artists  
and community members to participate with 
local sketchers and visiting urban sketchers 
from Brisbane.

The Caloundra Urban Sketching morning will 
have two sketch locations:

Wilson Beach House –10.30am-11.45am

Caloundra Lighthouses – 1.00pm- 2.30pm

Each session features a brief demonstration 
by Peter Richards urban designer, architect, 
artist and Practice Fellow of Deicke Richards, 
and will conclude with a 'Throw Down' where 
all the sketches are placed on the ground so 
everyone can see the completed sketches, and 
photographs are taken.

OPPOSITE PAGE: TOP: Ace Stone Gallery  BELOW: Tim Ross and 
Kit Warhurst, Man about Lake Weyba House. 
THIS PAGE: Architect for a Day workshop © Jeff Drabant

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY USC and AIA Qld.
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Nestled in the renowned Glass House 
Mountains, state heritage listed Bankfoot House 
was built in 1868 in time to welcome the first 
Cobb & Co coach on its journey from Brisbane 
to the Gympie goldfields. At this time, the 
property served as a lunch stop, staging post, 
post office and accommodation. It remains the 
oldest surviving residence in the district. 

Bankfoot House has seen many changes over the 
years. In 1878 a new building was constructed 
at the rear of the original house using local 
pit-sawn timber, beech and cedar. Other earlier 
buildings included a butcher shop, dairy, laundry, 
stables and feed shed. After surviving many 
years, the 1868 house was dismantled in 1930, 
with some timber used to extend the 1878 house. 
Changes included a lower roof-line and new 
kitchen. In the 1960s the northern and eastern 
verandahs were enclosed. 

The property remained in the same family for 
134 years until 2004 when Council purchased 
the building and its contents. In 2015 the 
architecturally designed Mary Grigor Centre 
was built as an interpretive, research and 
archival space, and in 2018 the old shed was 
restored. The heritage precinct now offers a full 
heritage and museum experience, including a 
First Nations interactive virtual experience.

ADDRESS. 1998 Old Gympie Road,  
Glass House Mountains

OPEN. Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 October 
10am–3pm each day (no booking required)

TOURS. Guided tours on the half hour. 
Visitors will tour Bankfoot House, Dairy, 
Laundry, Farm Shed, Wagon, Mary Grigor 
Centre and grounds.

TOUR TIP. Limited wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Mary Grigor Centre – Tim 
Ditchfield Architect

BUILT. 1868 with additions and 
refurbishments in 1878, 1930, 1960, 2015, 2018. 
Heritage Listed.

WEBSITE. heritage.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

1. BANKFOOT HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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Fairview is an elegant farmhouse and a state 
heritage listed property located in North 
Maleny. It sits on about 2.5 hectares of land 
surrounded by gardens, paddock and fruit trees. 
Also known as Pattemore House, it was built in 
1907 by the four Pattemore brothers for their 
parents – John and Emily Pattemore – from white 
beech timber, grown, pit-sawn and dressed 
by hand on the property. Fairview is one of 
the oldest examples of early twentieth century 
farmhouses still in its original location.

The Pattemores and subsequent families who 
lived there were all known for their love of 
gardening, and the Friends of Pattemore House 
and Sunshine Coast Council are restoring the 
heritage gardens to their former eras, working 
to an approved Landscaping Master plan, in 
partnership with other community groups. 

Working in partnership with Sunshine Coast 
Council and heritage professionals, the 
Friends of Pattemore House research stories, 
photographs, documents and artefacts related 
to the property. They promote the property’s 
interesting history to visitors to ensure the 
public can access and appreciate this unique 
heritage venue. The Friends do this via regular 
open days, historical displays, short films, 
exhibitions and private group tours.

ADDRESS. 15 Porters Lane, Maleny

OPEN. Saturday 23 October, 10am - 3pm 
TOURS. Self-guided tours with volunteer 
guides in attendance 

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access. Devonshire tea 
and refreshments available to purchase 

ARCHITECT. Built by the Pattemore Family 

BUILT. 1907

2. FAIRVIEW (PATTEMORE HOUSE) SATURDAY ONLY
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ADDRESS. Maleny (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1.30pm, 
2.30pm, 3.30pm. One tour booking includes 
Bergman House and Railton House.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access. No 
photography allowed. 

ARCHITECT. John Railton

BUILT. 2002-03

3. BERGMAN HOUSE
The outstanding feature of the Australian house 
is the verandah, irrespective of climate or place. 
It is a space provided for our habitation and 
our Australian outdoor lifestyle. In Queensland 
it is common for houses with verandahs to be 
referred to as Queenslanders. 

Traditionally, it was multi-sided and at extreme 
could surround all four sides of the home. It 
provided multiple outdoor functions: a living / 
dining space, a barbecue, a sleep-out, laundry 
and clothes drying area, play area, a hobby and 
workspace, a cool space, and a wet weather 
retreat. It was often enclosed with shutters, 
blinds, louvres, or windows. The rooms of the 
house connected to it with doors, even double 
hung windows tall enough to walk under when 
open. It cooled but darkened the rooms. 

Continues on next page...

One tour booking includes Bergman House  
and Railton House. 

 © Hossein Farahani

v

 © Hossein Farahani  © Hossein Farahani

SATURDAY ONLY
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This history and these aspects were with me 
for the design of these Maleny houses. One is 
the reverse, instead of the verandah around the 
rooms, the rooms are around it. The verandah is 
the spine and circulation with the rooms opening 
off it, so it becomes the common use space of the 
house.

The other is the conventional use of the verandah 
as the outdoor space the kitchen, living, dining 
and studio spaces open onto. To prevent the 
gloom, it has an acrylic roof and part roof 
removed to bring the garden onto the verandah 
and into the interior spaces.

One tour booking includes Bergman House  
and Railton House. 

ADDRESS. Maleny (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1.30pm, 
2.30pm, 3.30pm. One tour booking includes 
Bergman House and Railton House.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access. No 
photography allowed. 

ARCHITECT. John Railton

BUILT. 2012-13

4. RAILTON HOUSE

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

 © Hossein Farahani

 © Hossein Farahani

SATURDAY ONLY
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livingsmartqld.com.au
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5. CALOUNDRA REGIONAL GALLERY

ADDRESS. 22 Omrah Avenue, Caloundra

OPEN. Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 October, 
10am – 2pm (no booking required)

TOURS. Self-guided access

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access. Enjoy the 
following self-guided activities:

- Kids Art Trail

- Make a flower to add to the Healing Garden

ARCHITECT. Bark Architects

BUILT. 2000 with shop refurbishment in 2015 
and foyer/store, new collection store and 
Artroom program space refurbishment in 
2018.

WEBSITE. gallery.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

Caloundra Regional Gallery opened in August 
2000 and is the flagship visual art space of the 
Sunshine Coast Local Government Area. The 
Gallery presents a changing program of curated 
and touring exhibitions featuring leading local 
and national artists. The curators and education 
staff develop and deliver a range of exhibitions 
and public programs exploring the unique 
culture and character of the Sunshine Coast, 
as well as broader developments in Australian 
contemporary visual art and scholarship.

In 1998, Bark Architects won a competition to 
design the Caloundra Regional Art Gallery 
and it stands today as one of the firm’s very first 
projects. This project realised the Council’s 
proposal to upgrade and convert the old 
Caloundra Library into an Art Gallery to act as a 
hub for Caloundra’s growing civic and cultural 
precinct. The transformed space integrates a 
series of flexible spaces with pivoting and sliding 
wall panels. Although remodelled, the existing 
building is visible through a new, fully-glazed retail 
space on the northeast corner of the plan. Alvar 
Aalto’s 1937 undulating flower vase was a strong 
reference for the fluid plan of the space created. 
As such, the gallery building is conceived as a 
sculpture in its own right – a sinuous volume with 
soft, fluid contours. The articulated membrane 
of glass transforms from a kaleidoscope that 
enhances the changing light throughout the day 
into a lantern amongst the trees at night.

In 2016 a mural by Western Australian artists 
Kyle Hughes-Odgers and Andrew Frazer was 
commissioned by Sunshine Coast Council’s 
Public Art Unit for the south external wall of the 
gallery building, as part of the inaugural Horizon 
Festival of Arts and Culture.

 ©Peter Hyatt
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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6. CALOUNDRA LIGHTHOUSES

 © 1968-70 Lighthouses by A Fulton Regional Lighthouse Engineer, from Colin Gladstone

 © Tourism and Events Queensland

The Caloundra Lighthouses mark the entry to the 
North West Channel, the main shipping route 
into Brisbane.

The 1896 lighthouse was constructed with a 
timber frame and corrugated iron cladding, 
a construction type unique to Queensland 
lighthouses. In 1968 it was replaced by the 
Signal Station, Light and Radar Installation, a 
reinforced concrete structure. The two sat 
side by side until 1970 when the 1896 lighthouse 
was relocated to Golden Beach. It remained 
there for 29 years. After the Signal Station was 
decommissioned due to changing technology, 
the 1896 lighthouse was restored to its original 
position. It is Caloundra’s oldest building.

There are spectacular views to the shipping 
channel, Moreton Island and the Glass House 
Mountains. Caloundra’s European history is 
closely linked to the story of the lighthouses, and 
the two buildings provide evidence of the history 
of lighthouses from both ends of the time scale.

ADDRESS. 3 Canberra Terrace, Kings Beach

OPEN. Saturday 23 October, 10am–4pm  
(no booking required) 

TOURS. Rolling guided tours

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access 
Please wear enclosed shoes

ARCHITECTS. 1896 Lighthouse - Cullen 
(Engineer); 1968 Signal Station - Queensland 
Department of Harbours and Marine 

BUILT. 1896/1968. Heritage Listed.

WEBSITE. sunshinecoastplaces.com.au/
caloundra/kings-beach/canberra-tce/3-
canberra-tce---lighthouses

SATURDAY ONLY
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7. MOFFAT BEACH HOUSE

ADDRESS. Moffat Beach (address confirmed 
when booking secured)

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 10am, 10.45am, 11.30am, 12.15pm.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Tim Bennetton Architects

BUILT. Original home built in the 1950s. 
Renovated in 2010.

WEBSITE. timbennetton.com.au

The client owned the site which contained an 
existing 1950s beach shack – of a lovely modest 
scale in a street of what would have been 
similar houses. We kept the modest scale to the 
street, converted the garage into a living room 
and opened up the bedrooms. At the rear we 
provided a new covered outdoor area as well as 
an upper bedroom that took advantage of the 
views and light. Below the new bedroom was 
a generous combined laundry and bathroom 
centred around a very special bath. 

We used large custom-made polycarbonate 
clad doors so that from the bath one looked 
out to the existing, very pleasant, established 
garden. Sustainable features include all-
natural ventilation (the owner told us that 
even the ceiling fan hadn’t been required 
during the recent summer), solar hot water 
and, importantly, retention and reuse of the 
existing building. Often this isn’t cost effective, 
and it needs a commitment from the client and 
architect to pursue this path.

SATURDAY ONLY

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

©Christopher Frederick Jones

©Christopher Frederick Jones
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"Metaphorically, the beach house also acts 
like a treasure chest: opening up to its owners 
during summer while remaining an elusively 
sealed object for curious architecture students 
out to pay homage during winter." Monument 
Magazine, Residential Special 2005

Built as a holiday house and located on a dune 
on the Pacific Ocean front, this small timber 
house at Dicky Beach was built as a "robust box" 
that contained "all the requirements including 
the car in a large open interior space". Designed 
by John Railton, a pivotal figure in Queensland 
architecture, and built in 1969, the Wilson Beach 
House is one of the few Railton houses in its 
original state. 

A small treasure and an example of regional 
Modernism, Railton's house combines the 
Modern gesture of double-height volume 
nearest the beach, with a wall of six large 
double hung windows with solid panel and 
glass compartments tall enough to walk under. 
Hopper windows and louvre panels provide 
ventilation on the other walls. Finishes were 
almost "packing case" in nature with sawn 
Oregon weatherboard cladding Hessian lining 
straw board ceiling and concrete floor.

ADDRESS. Dicky Beach  
(address confirmed when booking secured) 

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked tours at 12pm, 12.45pm, 
1.30pm, 2.15pm. 

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access 

ARCHITECT. John Railton 

BUILT. 1969

WEBSITE. www.sunshinecoastplaces.com.
au/caloundra/dicky-beach/ngungun-st/15-
ngungun

8. WILSON BEACH HOUSE (DICKY BEACH HOUSE)

 © Jon Linkins

 © Jon Linkins

SATURDAY ONLY

BOOKINGS REQUIRED
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2004, a purpose-built space designed by Noel 
Robinson Architects opened. Facing north-east 
onto a courtyard, the Gallery featured double 
height ceilings, a copper sheathed facing wall 
and a simple skillion roof. 

To cater for larger professional exhibitions 
and the growing university Art Collection, the 
Art Gallery was redeveloped by USC in 2020. 
Informed by industry standards for the display 
and care of contemporary art, the Gallery 
now consists of two exhibition spaces with a 
combined area of 300sqm, 80sqm of custom  
art storage, a reception area and curatorial  
staff offices. 

The Gallery is co-located with a contemporary 
industry-modelled creative facility purpose-
built for research, learning and teaching 
programs in the School of Business and Creative 
Industries. The facility houses a black-box 
theatre representing a cutting-edge theatre and 
performance incubator for the region. Across 
the building breezeway sits Queensland’s 
first MIT accredited maker space containing a 
suite of contemporary fabrication and design 
technologies. The upper level of the building 
hosts a collection of world-class recording 
studios representing a music research and 
learning environment like no other.

USC Art Gallery is a space of exchange where 
artists, ideas and community come together. 
Located at USC Sunshine Coast campus, the 
Gallery presents exhibitions of contemporary 
art, delivers programs and educational activities, 
and is responsible for developing and caring 
for the USC Art Collection — the largest public 
collection of art in the region. 

USC Art Gallery first operated from the ground 
floor of the award-winning Paul Thomas Library 
designed by John Mainwaring and Associates. In 

ADDRESS. USC, 90 Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy 
Downs

OPEN. Saturday 23 October, 10am - 4pm (no 
booking required)

TOURS. 60-minute guided tours of the Art 
Gallery and neighbouring Creative Industries 
facility at 10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm. Self-guided 
access at other times.

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access 

ARCHITECT. Noel Robinson Architects. 
Redevelopment by USC

BUILT. 2004. Redevelopment completed in 
2020. 

WEBSITE: usc.edu.au/art-gallery

9. USC ART GALLERY

 © HosseinFarahani

SATURDAY ONLY
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10. PIONEER COTTAGE BUDERIM

ADDRESS.  5 Pioneer Crescent (formerly 
Ballinger Crescent), Buderim

OPEN. Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 October, 
10am – 3pm each day (no booking required) 

TOURS. Self-guided access

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access

BUILDER. Harry Board

BUILT. 1882. Heritage Listed.

WEBSITE. www.buderimhistoricalsociety.com

characteristics of an early 1880’s farmhouse 
built of local timbers no longer generally 
available. The cottage was gifted to the Buderim 
community in 1965 and there has been substantial 
community effort in restoring and maintaining the 
cottage in good condition.

The cottage was erected for Buderim settlers 
John Kerle Burnett, his wife Ann North and their 
family by Harry Board, on 20 acres selected in 
1878 for £15. Constructed of pit sawn timber it 
functions as a house museum and headquarters 
of the Buderim Historical Society. Local timbers 
were used to construct the house – tallowwood 
(Eucalyptus microcorys) for floor bearers, white 
beech (Gmelina leichhardtii) for floors, walls  
and ceilings, and red cedar (Toona ciliata) for 
doors and joinery. The timber was felled from 
the property or nearby and pit sawn. The core of 
the building initially comprised a central hallway 
and four rooms – front parlour, front bedroom, 
rear dining room and rear bedroom. The stairs 
and upstairs bedrooms were added as the family 
grew. The original shingle roof was replaced 
between 1907 and 1909 with corrugated iron, 
and the rear verandah was enclosed in the 1920s. 
The original kitchen and oven were behind the 
main building.

 © Barry Alsop

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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Pioneer Cottage Buderim is an example of 
early settlement of Buderim as an agricultural 
area, based originally on the cultivation and 
processing of sugar cane. It is one of the 
oldest surviving residences in Buderim, remains 
substantially intact, and demonstrates the 



Need help getting just what you want 
for your new bathroom, kitchen or laundry?

NCP have helped to create the Sunshine Coast’s most beautiful bathrooms, kitchens and 
laundries for more than half a century. So, don’t take chances with these vital areas of your 
home - turn to the NCP team for help.

Turn to the experienced locals who can answer your questions about styles, colours, 
materials and costs. They’re the people who know the latest trends from the leading 
Australian and international brands. Visit one of our beautiful showroom where the NCP 
team can show you the tapware, baths, showers, toilets, sinks and accessories you’re 
searching for to bring your new home or renovation to life.

When you’re building or renovating,  
turn to the experts – turn to NCP.

ncpgroup.com.au

bathroom kitchen laundry plumbing supplies

Maroochydore   |   Caloundra   |   Noosa   |   Nambour   |   Gympie 
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11. CURRIMUNDI HOUSE

ADDRESS. Buderim (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours at 11am, 
11.45am, 1.15pm, 2pm, 2.45pm 

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Cummings and Lucas

BUILT. 1936. Moved to Buderim in 1980

WEBSITE. sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/Council/
News-Centre/Backward-Glance-The-
Governor-is-in-residence

Currimundi House or “The Old Governor’s 
Residence” as it is also known, was designed 
in 1936 by renowned architects of the time, 
Cummings and Lucas, for the then Governor 

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

of Queensland, Sir Leslie Orme Wilson. The 
name Currimundi was probably derived from 
the Aboriginal name for the area, pronounced 
Garamandah or Girramundi, meaning place of 
Flying Foxes. The attractive timber dwelling, 
built on two acres overlooking Dicky Beach, 
was the seaside residence for Sir Leslie and 
his wife Lady Winifred Wilson. At the time of 
construction, it was the largest Sunshine Coast 
house to be constructed as a private residence. 

It has been described as the ultimate 
"Queenslander", with verandahs surrounding 
three wings of the house. The house features 
Queensland maple panelled walls in the formal 
living and dining rooms. Another unique design 
feature, particularly in 1936, was the inclusion of 
built-in cupboards in every room and hallway. 

In 1980, Currimundi House was relocated to its 
current 6000sqm site in Buderim. Due to its 
significant heritage value, it was the first house 
ever approved by Maroochy Shire Council to 
be moved from one suburb to another in the 
Shire. The original design integrity of the home 
has been maintained with only a billiard room 
added under the house and a three-car garage 
constructed away from the house. The home 
features four bedrooms, four bathrooms, formal 
living (fireplace), formal dining, eat in kitchen, 
sitting/TV room, butlers' pantry, laundry (ex-
flower room), study/library, and billiard room.

v

 © Hossein Farahani

 © Hossein Farahani

SATURDAY ONLY
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Foundation Place in SunCentral Maroochydore 
is a striking commercial hub at the heart of a 
new, large-scale urban development. Positioned 
in close proximity to ample parking, transport 
and local parklands, the building provides a 
modern commercial precinct that prioritises 
efficiency while creating a comfortable and 
productive working and urban environment for 
end-users to enjoy. 

The 7-level commercial building forms part of 
an exciting new Sunshine Coast destination 
precinct and is set to become a pillar of the 
social and cultural expansion opportunity for 
the Maroochydore CBD. Given the location and 
use of the precinct, Cottee Parker Architects 
worked to deliver carefully considered designs 
for this project that overcame various parking 
and spatial regulations within the site. By 
working closely with the client in a collaborative 
design process, the project design also included 
various ramping options that were made 
possible despite the tight site constraints.

ADDRESS. 8 Market Lane, Maroochydore

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 9am, 9.45am, 10.30am, 11.15am.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access 

ARCHITECT. Cottee Parker

BUILT. 2020

WEBSITE. cotteeparker.com.au/projects/
foundation-place/

12. FOUNDATION PLACE

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

SATURDAY ONLY



 © Darren Stockwell

PERTH 
Lvl 2, 307 Murray St 
Perth

MELBOURNE 
Lvl 4, 400 Collins St 
Melbourne

BRISBANE 
201 Montague Road, 
West End

SYDNEY 
Lvl 4, 50 Stanley St 
East Sydney

+61 7 3846 7422 +61 2 9366 1133 +61 3 9654 2264 + 61 8 6112 0100
@cotteeparker

COTTEEPARKER.COM.AU

Delivering outcom
e-focused designs for all projects, of all sizes across the Sunshine Coast.

YOUI HQ

NATURE

FOUNDATION PLACE SUNSHINE COAST CITY HALL

LOT A1

EMPORIO

BARINGA SHOPPING CENTREMAROOCHY RSL



39

The Mudjimba Beach House is an understated 
character style two-storey residence inspired by 
traditional weatherboard beach houses and  
a “modern Queenslander” vernacular.

The house features a U-shaped or courtyard 
style plan arrangement, with all of the main 
living spaces and self-contained guest quarters 
on the ground floor, with 4 bedrooms,  
2 bathrooms and additional rumpus / second 
living room on the upper floor. 

There is a beautiful natural light (particularly 
in the mornings as the central courtyard space 
faces east) visual connectedness and changing 
volumes throughout due to the changes in levels 
and double height spaces through the heart of 
the house.

ADDRESS. Mudjimba (address confirmed when 
booking secured) 

OPEN. Saturday 23 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm. 
BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. Limited wheelchair access (ground 
floor only)

ARCHITECT. K Architecture

BUILT. 2019.

WEBSITE. karchitecture.com.au

13. MUDJIMBA BEACH HOUSE

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

v

v

 © Darren Stockwell

 © Darren Stockwell

SATURDAY ONLY
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Koongalba was built in 1894 by William Andrew 
Grigor for John and Louisa Low. John was a 
timber-getter and sourced the timbers locally 
floating them down the Maroochy River to 
William Pettigrew's Maroochydore Sawmill. The 
sawn timber was then returned by pontoon and 
brought to the site by bullock wagon. Fittings 
such as doors and windows were purchased 
from Pettigrew's Brisbane catalogue. Detailed 
records exist of the building of the house 
including Grigor's total payment of £23.4.8. 

Of late 19th century style, the house has  
single skin walls with cross bracing; the roof 
was originally wooden shingles; four verandahs 
surrounded four central rooms with an open 
walkway to a separate kitchen and store room. 
Early photos show acroteria giving a pagoda- 
like effect. 

Koongalba is built on part of Portion 4 selected 
by James Low in 1868. Large bunya pines, 
camphor laurels and mango trees, planted by the 
family, remain. John and Louisa Low had nine 
children, the youngest was David Low, MP for 
Cooroora and past chairman of Maroochy Shire 
Council. He was the third generation to serve 
in local government. In 1970 Jim and Audienne 
Blyth, a Low descendant, purchased the house 
and have endeavoured to preserve it.

ADDRESS. Yandina (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked self-guided tours at 
9am, 9.45am, 10.30am, 11.15am, 1pm, 1.45pm, 
2.30pm, 3.15pm. 

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Built by William Andrew Grigor

BUILT. 1894 with an addition in 1970. Heritage 
Listed.

WEBSITE. https://apps.des.qld.gov.au/
heritage-register/detail/?id=601613

14. KOONGALBA 

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

SUNDAY ONLY
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This studio is designed to showcase the unique 
skills Sparks Architects bring to problem 
solving in the built environment. Starting with a 
somewhat drab and dingy shop space that had 
once housed a fish and chip takeaway, it now 
presents a light filled breezy space that connects 
passers-by with those working within.

Beautifully crafted large scale timber and glass 
sliding panels replaced old aluminium framed 
shopfront walls, while years of accumulated floor 
finishes were peeled back to allow a beautiful 
concrete slab from the 60’s to be polished up 
as a major element in the design. Standard 
suspended ceiling panels made way for a 

dramatic black ceiling that recedes into shadow 
and visually expands the space. What had been 
concealed ceiling space filled with ducts and 
fluoro troughs, now adds extra volume to the 
space, enhanced by the seamless glass highlights 
of the new facade. 

Inside, divisions are kept low to enhance the 
feeling of spaciousness in what is only a 50 
square metre footprint. Overhead open shelves 
present a mix of plants, models, souvenirs, 
‘natural found objects’, books, and project 
folders to provide a combination of information, 
beauty and amusement. Desks are adjustable 
from sitting to standing mode and a selection of 
seat styles are provided for staff.

ADDRESS. Shop 5, 212 David Low Way, 
Peregian Beach

OPEN. Sunday 24 October, 9am to 4pm  
(no booking required)

TOURS. Self-guided access with Sparks 
architects in attendance.

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access.

ARCHITECT. Sparks Architects

BUILT. 2018

WEBSITE. sparksarchitects.com 

15. SPARKS ARCHITECTS STUDIO SUNDAY ONLY
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choice for its coastal context. As fibreglass is 
featured throughout, it became apparent that 
the dark tones of the hardwood would be the 
perfect choice to complement and contrast 
against the translucent white sheeting. By 
exposing the timber structure and framing, 
these spaces create a level of ambiguity, 
blurring the lines between internal sanctuary 
and external vulnerability. 

The extensive use of contemporary and 
sustainable timber produces a unique, modern 
architectural piece with lower embodied energy 
and a light carbon footprint. The warmth of the 
exposed timber work is contrasted with the 
cool tones of the fibreglass, metal sheeting and 
block work, showing off the finer detailing of the 
timber work. The fibreglass cladding is designed 
to light up at night with a glow, revealing the 
structure behind as a silhouette of ordered 
framing to create a curious interplay of solid and 
light. This thoughtful creation along with the 
movements of the occupants inside produces a 
private yet animated piece of architecture. 

This residence is designed as an architectural 
response to the challenge of creating an 
affordable, sustainable and low maintenance 
beach house. The way in which individual 
materials can be used to create a place was 
explored, creating an environment that was as 
much about being sustainable and connected  
to the place as it was about meeting the  
client’s needs.

The form of the house produces a contrasting 
relationship which is also reflected in its 
materials. The extensive use of hardwood 
including grey iron bark, Australian spotted 
gum and New Guinea rosewood was an obvious 

16. PEREGIAN BEACH HOUSE

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

ADDRESS. Peregian Beach (address 
confirmed when booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours at 9am, 
9.45am, 10.30am, 11.15am, 12pm.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access.

ARCHITECT. Mode

BUILT. 2011

WEBSITE. modedesigncorp.com

SUNDAY ONLY
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Helia House is an alteration and addition to an 
inward facing brick bungalow, typical of its era. 
The core goal of the intervention was to take 
the positives of the bungalow typology including 
simplicity, timelessness and practicality and 
expose it to the whole site, extending living 
areas with a relaxed and generous style. New, 
permeable edges now embrace outdoor living 
and connect with spectacular views. 

Helia House additions respect the simplicity 
and form of the existing home and in doing 
so, achieve the feeling of one seamless build, 
blurring the lines between old and new. The 
design was inspired by the intent, materials and 
quality of the original dwelling. High ceilings, 
large windows and volume to the outdoor living 
zone were prioritised over any decorative item. 
Successful addition of spaces not present within 
the existing dwelling as well as an improved 
connection of the interior to the external 
environment have made for a highly functional 
easy living beach home. 

A consistent yet restrained application of the 
core concepts by all disciplines is evident in the 
completed project. The considered and refined 
palette of materials that extend from outside to 
within embody an elegant and timeless coastal feel.

ADDRESS. Peregian Beach (address 
confirmed when booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 10am, 10.45am, 11.30am, 12.30pm, 
1.15pm.  
BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Blackburne Jackson

BUILT. 2019

WEBSITE. blackburnejackson.com.au 

17. HELIA HOUSE

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

SUNDAY ONLY

 © TristanUnderhill

 © TristanUnderhill
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ADDRESS. 413 Sunrise Road, Tinbeerwah

OPEN. Sunday 24 October, 10am–3pm  
(no booking required)

TOURS. Guided tours at 10.30am, 11.30am, 
1.30pm, 2.30pm.

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Bark Architects

BUILT. 2001

WEBSITE. barkdesign.com.au

AWARDS. AIA QLD Beatrice Hutton Award 
for Commercial Architecture 2005; AIA QLD 
Sunshine Coast Building of the Year 2005;  
ASI Architectural Steel Design Award 2003.

18. BARK STUDIO
Perched on only four columns in order to slot 
between two mature Australian eucalypts, the 
modular 20 metre long structure of steel portal 
frames is encased with opening and fixed glazing 
on three sides, layered with operable blinds for 
climatic control. 

The fourth facade is presented as the ‘billboard’, 
a plywood clad wooden box facing the road,  
providing privacy, protection from the western 
sun, a desired ambiguity of perceived use and a 
big ‘drive-in movie’ projection screen. The solid 
nature of this form is punctured with the ‘shop 
front’ display window, horizontal glass slots and 
is contrasted with the northern timber entry 
platforms and horizontal roof planes, which 
provide framing of the landscape and broad 
views of the Pacific coastline beyond.

Eye catching and memorable, the Bark Studio 
continually surprises and delights users and 
visitors.

Architects Stephen Guthrie and Lindy Atkin’s 
brief for themselves was to showcase their 
design approach and philosophies, whilst making 
an inspiring place to work for the Bark team and 
their clients.

Elevated as a modernist pavilion in the Noosa 
Hinterland, the Bark Studio is a steel, glass 
and plywood studio and is the inspiring work 
environment for their small architectural 
practice. 

 © Peter Hyatt

SUNDAY ONLY
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ADDRESS. Doonan (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours at 9am, 10am, 
11am, 12pm, 1pm. One tour booking includes 
Quadropod House and Sunrise Studio.  
BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access. 

ARCHITECT. Gabriel Poole

BUILT. 1983

WEBSITE. gabrielpoole.com.au

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

19. QUADROPOD HOUSE 
Quadropod House was designed in 1983 by the 
late Gabriel Poole, who was one of Australia's 
outstanding architectural talents. 

The modernist steel, glass and plywood two-
level, three-bedroom house enjoys commanding 
views and is elegant in its lines and modular 
spaces. The mainstay of Poole's practice was the 
design of original houses that touched the land 
very lightly. Poole’s projects are distinguished 
by a sensitive response to climate and place 
and by an exploratory attitude to structure, 
construction and materials. 

One tour booking includes Quadropod House 
and Sunrise Studio. 

SUNDAY ONLY
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 © Tina Watt



ADDRESS. Doonan (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours at 9am, 10am, 
11am, 12pm, 1pm. One tour booking includes 
Quadropod House and Sunrise Studio.  
BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access. 

ARCHITECT. Bark Architects

BUILT. 2021

WEBSITE. barkdesign.com.au

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

20. SUNRISE STUDIO
Sunrise Studio was commissioned by the new 
owners of the Quadropod House to complement 
the house design and to provide a self-contained 
home for their daughter and grandson. 

Bark Architects located the studio lower on the 
land for privacy and seclusion and positioned 
the outdoor yoga deck, living and main bedroom 
to maximise the northeast aspect and ocean 
views for morning meditation. Transparency 
throughout the building connects to the 
outdoors and the bushland setting, while 
the kitchen, second bedroom and bathroom 
engage with the natural bushland setting. Key 
design strategies include modular construction, 
retention of all existing trees, connection to all 
spaces through a central 'green' lightwell and 
roof modules orientated to allow for maximum 
northern light to enter the spaces.

One tour booking includes Quadropod House 
and Sunrise Studio. 

SUNDAY ONLY
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ADDRESS. Doonan (address confirmed when 
booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours at 10am, 
11am, 12pm, 1pm.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access.

ARCHITECT. Gabriel Poole

BUILT. 1985

WEBSITE. gabrielpoole.com.au

BOOKINGS REQUIRED

21. CREW HOUSE 
The space was filled using a stretched black 
shade cloth which serves four purposes. It 
prevents insects from entering the interior, it 
prevents the roof structure from being visible 
from inside, it allows heat to escape from the 
ceiling and it provides an exhaust for pressure 
build up in the event of a cyclone.

With none of the walls reaching the ceiling, the 
two bedrooms, bathroom and living area define 
Queensland's architectural ability to inhabit 
open but defined spaces.

The home was lovingly restored in early 2021 
in order to give it another 50 years of modern, 
comfortable living. A truly unique home which 
lives true to Poole's mantra of being a space in 
which the soul can play.

Crew House was designed in 1985 by the late 
Gabriel Poole, one of the nation’s most inventive 
architects who profoundly influenced the 
direction of architecture on the Sunshine Coast 
and in Queensland.

Crew House presents itself as unique from 
the moment it appears around a steep and 
hidden driveway. Built using Poole's Quadrapod 
structural system, the home cantilevers over 
a cliff and enjoys stunning views across Lake 
Weyba to Peregian Beach and the ocean 
beyond. What makes this home truly remarkable 
is Poole's idea to leave a strip of space in the 
apex of the ceiling running throughout.  

SUNDAY ONLY



50

ADDRESS. Tinbeerwah (address confirmed 
when booking secured)

OPEN. Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours with the 
architect at 10am, 10.45am, 11.30am. 

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. No wheelchair access

ARCHITECT. Teeland Architects

BUILT. 2018 by Sunrise Building Services

WEBSITE. teeland.com.au

22. THE PADDOCK
The Paddock is located on semi-rural acreage in 
the Noosa hinterland, with views north to Mount 
Tinbeerwah. The owners were inspired by an early 
1970s Guildford Bell designed house on a family 
farm near Eidsvold with ironbark cladding and a 
mid-century style. 

Care was taken to value the natural features of 
the block and blend into the rising contour of the 
landscape while providing a simple, timeless family 
home that brings the outdoors in and allows for 
relaxed entertaining. 

The Paddock is off-grid using solar power, a 
lithium battery storage system, waste water 
treatment system and water tanks. Thermally 
passive design has been achieved through 
positioning, cross ventilation and a concrete slab 
creating a cool retreat in summer and a warm, 
sheltered haven in winter. 

The practicality of the daily spaces a young family 
uses, combined with how the house encourages 
you to look outside and appreciate the wonderful 
surroundings, makes living at The Paddock a 
constant joy. Visitors to The Paddock often 
comment on the immediate sense of calm and 
escape they feel when they arrive.

 © Cooper Brady

 © Cooper Brady

SUNDAY ONLY

BOOKINGS REQUIRED
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23. THE MAJESTIC THEATRE

The Majestic theatre is one of the few pre-World 
War II picture theatres remaining in Queensland 
that have not been demolished or adapted 
to other uses. It is also Australia’s longest 
continuously operating picture theatre and the 
world’s longest continuously operating silent 
film theatre.

The Majestic Theatre was originally built as a 
social hall with attached shops in 1921. Despite 
the building being extensively restored and 
refurbished in 2006, the timber and fibrous 

cement sheeted building is still a rare, and 
functional, example of a pre-World War II 
country hall that was converted into a  
picture theatre.

The hall was designed to serve several 
functions: to show silent movies, for vaudeville 
productions, and to act as a social centre for 
the town. Over time it served as a venue for 
dances, balls, concerts, and wedding functions, 
roller skating, boxing, and church services. 
Constructed of unseasoned milled hardwood, 
the hall was about 12 metres wide by 18 metres 
long, with seating for 198 people. It included a 
sprung dance floor of inch crow’s ash timber, 
still extant today, and was raised on stumps to 
avoid flooding. In the mid 1920s a supper room 
was added to the long southeast elevation of 
the hall, and this section was later extended to 
the northeast.

The enduring appeal of the theatre building 
lies in its unique and traditional furnishings and 
fixtures. The Majestic Theatre is home to a 1937 
Compton Organ which has recently enjoyed 
a six-year restoration. The organ, one of only 
four of this type in the world, features over 750 
bellowing pipes.

ADDRESS. 3 Factory Street, Pomona

OPEN. Sunday 24 October, 9am – 4pm 
(no booking required) 

TOURS. Self-guided access to Main Hall, 
Stage, foyer and dining room, rear garden 
and viewing platform for rare theatre organ. 
Volunteers on hand to provide information. 

TOUR TIP. Wheelchair access. 
Silent film screening at 12pm with live organ 
accompaniment.

ARCHITECT. Unknown

BUILT. Originally built in 1921. Refurbished in 
2006–07. Heritage Listed.

WEBSITE. themajestictheatre.com.au

 © Cape Tiene Photography

SUNDAY ONLY
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Pomona Railway Station opened in 1891 with 
completion of the line from Cooran to Cooroy. The 
station closed 100 years later in 1991. Its disused 
buildings fell into dilapidation and their future 
seemed uncertain. In 1997 the Pomona Chamber 
of Commerce asked Queensland Rail to donate 
the buildings to the community. Queensland Rail 
agreed on the proviso the buildings were moved. 
Following negotiation with Council and the efforts 
of many volunteers, the buildings were moved to 
Council land in April 2000.

The Federation funded Pomona Railway Station 
Gallery opened in March 2001, and the Pomona 
Visitors Information Centre opened at the gallery 
in late 2003. 

Since opening, the gallery has grown to 
offer several unique spaces for artists and 
craftspeople, as well as facilitate creative 
workshops and events. 

The gallery consists of several buildings of historical 
value including an Information Room, Signal 
Room, Station Master Room, Banana Shed, 
Carriage Exhibition Room and Blacksmith Shed 
for resident artists.

The gallery is a community run space, staffed 
entirely by volunteers.

ADDRESS. 10 Station Street, Pomona

OPEN. Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 October, 
10am – 2pm (no booking required)

TOURS. Self-guided access

TOUR TIP. Limited wheelchair access.  
No photography inside gallery.

ARCHITECT. Queensland Rail

BUILT. Originally built in 1891 with several 
additions and refurbishments since then.

WEBSITE. pomonartgallery.com

24. POMONA RAILWAY STATION GALLERY

 © Katharine Campbell

 © Liza Hobbins

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Alfredson's joinery, pre-cut house fabrication 
workshop and sawmill (former), was built and 
expanded between 1933 and the 1950s. It 
produced at least 1,200 pre-cut houses by the 
mid-1960s.

The building is 65 metres long and 13 metres 
wide over three levels - the former joinery 
workshop at street level, the former pre-cut 
house fabrication workshop to the middle and 
the sawmilling area at the lower level.

The pre-cut house business ceased in the mid 
1980’s and subsequent owners sold off most of 
the equipment. The first floor fronting King St 
has been used for a variety of businesses and is 
now Noosa Hinterland Brewing Company.

Since 1990 Al Guymer’s use of the building 
for his joinery workshop, and as a base for his 
building and demolition work, is a fortunate 
coincidence which maintains a similar use and 
aesthetic which complements the historic use of 
the building.

Guymer’s large collection of historic 
woodworking tools and general construction 
equipment adds another layer of significance.

The railway arrived at Cooran from Gympie in 
June 1889, which helped the district to develop 
as an agricultural and timber centre. Shops were 
built along King Street opposite the railway line.

ADDRESS. 28 King Street, Cooran

OPEN.  Sunday 24 October

TOURS. Pre-booked guided tours at  
11am-12pm and 1pm-2pm.

BOOK. sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

TOUR TIP. Limited wheelchair access 

ARCHITECT. Unknown 

BUILT. Commenced in 1934

WEBSITE. apps.des.qld.gov.au/heritage-
register/detail/?id=602690

25. ALFREDSON’S JOINERY

BOOKINGS REQUIRED
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AMBASSADOR
Malcolm Middleton OAM LFRAIA 

 
SUNSHINE COAST OPEN HOUSE 
COMMITTEE
Lindy Atkin, Director, Bark Architects 
(Chair)

Paul William-Smith, Community 
Representative (Sponsorship)

Evelyn Murphy, Urban Designer, Sunshine 
Coast Council (Secretary)

Tony Holzberger, Principal Architect, 
Sunshine Coast Council (Building Manager)

Hossein Farahani, Architectural 
Photographer

Nastaran Hadidi, Graduate of Architecture

Suzannah Harvey, Sunshine Coast Studio 
Director, Mode 

Erin Johnston, Design and Placemaking 
Services, Sunshine Coast Council

Laurie Jones, Heritage Architect

Ann Rainbow, Consultant

Dr Eva-Marie Seeto, Office of Engagement, 
USC

Dan Sparks, Director, Sparks Architects

Sharon Stott, Sustainability Engagement, 
Sunshine Coast Council

Roger Todd, Roger Todd Architect

THANK YOU
OPEN HOUSE WORLDWIDE
Open House has become an annual event 
which raises awareness of the value of good 
design in cities internationally. Sunshine 
Coast Open House is pleased to be part 
of the Open House Worldwide family, and 
proud to support the following Australian 
Open House events:

• Open House Hobart

• Open House Melbourne

• Open House Perth

OPEN HOUSE QUEENSLAND
Bundaberg Open House 
facebook.com/OpenHouseBundaberg

Maryborough Open House 
maryboroughopenhouse.com.au

Brisbane Open House 
brisbaneopenhouse.com.au

Gold Coast Open House 
16-17 October 2021 
goldcoastopenhouse.com.au

SPECIAL THANKS
The Sunshine Coast Open House team 
sincerely thanks all participating building 
owners, managers and representatives. 
Your support, energy and enthusiasm is 
greatly appreciated!

Heartfelt thanks to our many generous 
partners, sponsors, collaborators and 
volunteers who shared their love of the 
coast and helped make Sunshine Coast 
Open House possible.

The founding partners of SCOH are the 
Sunshine Coast Council, Noosa Council 
and the Australian Institute of Architects 
Qld Chapter.
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FREE EVENTsunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au

Unlock the doors to some 
of the Sunshine Coast’s 
most inspiring buildings on 
Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 
October 2021.
Sunshine Coast Open House is a free community 
event which provides visitors with the rare 
opportunity to tour architecturally diverse, historic 
and sustainable buildings across the region.

Enjoy meeting the people who design, build and 
preserve these buildings and celebrate the region’s 
unique history, architecture and built form.

Sunshine Coast Open House is part of the Open 
House Worldwide network, founded in London in 
1992 and now in 46 cities around the world.


