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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Celebrating its ninth year,
Sunshine Coast Open House has
grown to become a hallmark
event, honouring our region’s
rich tapestry of architecture, art,
landscape, design, heritage, and
community connections

This year’s program spanning two months,
was our most ambitious yet, with the main
event over two weekends in October and
delivering an inspiring lineup of
experiences that celebrated everything
from landscaped gardens, sculpture parks,
heritage icons to contemporary sustainable
design.

The 2025 program invited participants to
explore over 30 architecturally significant
homes, civic infrastructure, sustainably
designed spaces, gardens, art and heritage
buildings across the Sunshine Coast and
Noosa region. Visitors enjoyed behind-the-
scenes access to spaces that tell the story
of our region’s past, present, and future.

Program Highlights

What is Home? #2 Based on the
success of last year’s sell-out event our
What is Home? at Coolum Civic Centre
was phenomenal. 
Walking Tours across Cooroy,
Landsborough, Tewantin, Bulcock
Beach, and Moffat Beach.
Urban Sketching sessions led by Peter
Richards.

Highlights at a Glance

34+ Buildings and Gardens opened
5498 In-person visitors
1573 Event attendees (tours, forums,
workshops)
396 Volunteers: community volunteers
staff/building representatives
172k+ Views: large social media reach,
views and engagement
Extensive Media Coverage: Across
print, radio, TV, and digital platforms
2 Weekends: Event duration

Susan Dickens - Alsahwa



Community Engagement and Media Reach
Our comprehensive marketing and communications strategy amplified the event through print,
radio, television, and digital platforms, including partnerships with InPublishing (In Noosa and
Hello Sunshine), Noosa Today, Eumundi Voice, ABC Radio, and Noosa.Radio, as well as coverage
on Nine and WIN Network. Facebook, Instagram, our website, and e-newsletters further extended
our reach, attracting new audiences and strengthening connections with long-term supporters.

Acknowledging Our Team
This success was made possible by the dedication of 213 community volunteers, 106 staff and
building representatives, and our passionate committee, led by Co-Chairs Ron Scott and Magdy
Youssef, alongside heritage experts, architects, planners, interior designers and council
representatives. Their vision and commitment ensured every detail was delivered to the highest
standard.

Looking Ahead
Sunshine Coast Open House 2025 was more than an event; it was a festival-like celebration of
creativity, collaboration, and community spirit. As we look towards 2026 and the opportunities
presented by the continual residential growth of the Sunshine Coast and Noosa and the Brisbane
2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, the program is perfectly positioned to grow its impact,
champion sustainability, and showcase the best of Sunshine Coast design to the world.

In 2025 we had 5498 visitors - an increase of 30%

Will Reid - Pan Pottery Studio



COMMITTEE

Sunshine Coast Open House 2025 was brought to
life by a volunteer committee made up of:
 

Magdy Youssef, MPIA Fellow, Urban Design
and Town Planning (Co-Chair)
Ron Scott, Community Representative and
Major Sponsor (Co-Chair)
Roger Todd, Roger Todd Architect (Treasurer)
Maria Baron, The Property Baron
Sarah Chalkley, Manager, Urban Design and
Architecture, Sunshine Coast Council
Laurie Jones, former Brisbane City Council
Principal Heritage Architect
Eliza King, K Architecture
Evelyn Murphy, Urban Designer, Sunshine
Coast Council
Gina Scheer, Heritage Archaeologist (Project
Support)
Sally Stent, Founder, Eco Interiors
Paul William-Smith Town Planner, Community
Representative 

 

Her Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeannette
Young AC, PSM, Governor of Queensland
and Professor Graeme Nimmo RFD are our
wonderful joint-Patrons of Sunshine Coast
Open House and launched the 2025
program in September.

Thanks also to our Sunshine Coast Open
House 2025 Ambassadors:

Dr Noel Robinson, Architect, Director at
NRA Collective
Leah Lang, Office of the Queensland
Government Architect
Lindsay Johnson, Director, Lindsay
Johnson Creative

Sunshine Coast Open House Committee



“Open House is a celebration of design,
community, and culture.
 
On a personal level, design defines life, lifestyle,
and fulfillment. It is never one-dimensional, it
embraces all forms of creativity, from art and
architecture to gardens, sculpture, and interior
design and landscape architecture. In many ways,
design touches every aspect of how we live.
 
The Sunshine Coast Open House showcases that
the region’s appeal extends far beyond its
beautiful beaches and golf courses. It has become
a vibrant hub for art and architecture, both
contemporary and historic.
 
The 2025 event celebrated this diversity, featuring
heritage buildings, old pubs, scenic walks, and
gardens, alongside inspiring examples of the built
environment created by exceptionally talented
architects and designers.
 
Above all, Sunshine Coast Open House highlights
the importance of community — something often
missing in our larger cities. It reminds us that here
on the Sunshine Coast, we are not just surrounded
by beauty. We’re truly living in paradise.”

Magdy Youssef and Ron Scott
Sunshine Coast Open House Co-Chairs.

 “Sunshine Coast Open House 2025 has
exceeded and excelled all its previous
benchmarks due to the tireless dedication of
the team of organisers and volunteers this
year.

Sunshine Coast Open House this year
included a wide variety of exceptional
buildings, walks , talks and experiences that
demonstrated how our Sunshine Coast 
community designs and builds for climate
resilience and uses its outdoor
environments from the beach to the bush in
a controlled and relaxed manner.

With a lifestyle the envy of Australia and the
world, Sunshine Coast Open House is a way
of collecting together and educating the
curious of the design, planning and
architectural achievements of the Shires so
that all ages can enjoy and learn from those
that have gone before them.

It was indeed an honour and privilege this
year to be the 2025 Sunshine Coast Open
House Ambassador.”

Noel Robinson, Chief Ambassador,
Sunshine Coast Open House

Geoff Simon - Caloundra Lighthouses



EVENT DETAILS 

Budget
SCOH was delivered on a budget of $72,000
cash, $8,000 in-kind support and $3,000 event
income.

The event is proudly supported by Principal
Partners Sunshine Coast Council Arts + Heritage
Levy, Sunshine Coast Economic Development
Grant and Sunshine Coast Urban Design and
Architecture Team (Sunshine Coast Council).

In 2025, SCOH received a grant from the State
Government split between Gold Coast and
Brisbane Open Houses, and the Noosa
Community Grant.

Principal Partners
Sunshine Coast Council
Noosa Council

Program Sponsors
Queensland Government
Inspirations Paint
Moon Mountain Sanctuary
Ace Stone and Tile
Rockcote
Queensland Timber Flooring
Hinternoosa 
Masterplan - Sunshine Coast

Media Partners
Architecture AU
Houses Magazine
In Noosa Magazine
Hello Sunshine Magazine
Noosa FM
ABC

Tourism Partners
Visit Noosa
Visit Sunshine Coast

Partners
Noosa Open Studios
Urban Sketchers
Australian Institute of Architects 
Planning Institute of Australia 
Australian Institute of Landscape Architects 
SEQ Water
Uni SC

With Thanks
The SCOH Committee gives thanks to all
participating 2025 building owners, managers
and representatives, and looks forward to
delivering an inspiring and uplifting Open
House program in 2026.

SCOH celebrates the region’s architectural,
cultural, and heritage sites through public
access and guided tours. Each year, the event
brings to light the remarkable designs and
vibrant spaces that define our hinterland and
coastal communities.

Sunshine Coast is amongst over 60 cities and
regions around the world to host an Open
House program. This inspiring community
event provides access to places and spaces
which usually have limited access to the
public.

SCOH brings together our community of
architecture, design and heritage enthusiasts,
fostering a shared appreciation for creativity
in living spaces. Attendees had the
opportunity to explore a diverse array of
homes, each telling a story of thoughtful
design and artistic expression. The event
successfully highlights the Sunshine Coast’s
array of architectural innovation, heritage
conservation, artistic ability, gardens, the
natural environment and design ingenuity.



14 August 
SCOH Fundraiser

30 September 
SCOH Launch

4 October 
Tewantin Heritage Walk

10 October 
What is Home? Forum

11 October
Architect for a Day
Ask an Architect
Cooroy Heritage Walk
Designing with Heart: A walk and talk with Maureen
Sheargold
Moffat Beach Walking Tour

12 October
Eumundi Streetscape Walk
Eumundi Creative Conversations
Moffat Beach Walking Tour

13 October 
Sun Central Walking Tour

15 October
Grand Designs: Library Talk at Caloundra Library
Halse Lodge Design Talk and site tour

17 October
Design Spaces and Places: Talk at Noosa Library
Lost in Palm Springs: Exhibition Opening and
Curator’s Talk

18 October
Buildings Open 
Urban Sketching at the Majestic Theatre, Pomona
Smart Infrastructure at Maroochydore City Centre

19 October 
Buildings Open
Urban Sketching at the Nambour Tram Terminus

13 November 
Thank you Event and Photography Winners
announcement Sunshine Coast Stadium 

Event Dates: 10-19 October

Sophie Galbally - - Lyrebird House



BUILDINGS

Alfredson’s Joinery, Cooran
Alsahwa Estate, Palmwoods
Bankfoot House, Glass House Mountains
Bariya Rainforest House, Maleny
Caloundra Lighthouses, Kings Beach
Caloundra Art Gallery, Caloundra
Ewen Maddock Dam and Water
Treatment Plant, Mooloolah Valley
Fairview (Pattemore House), Maleny
Kijiji, Noosa Heads
Kitehouse, Doonan
Koongalba, Yandina
Landsborough Museum, Landsborough
Light Lane Banya, Caloundra
Lyrebird House, Peregian Beach
The Majestic Theatre, Pomona
Maroochy Bushland Botanic Garden,
Tanawah

Moffat Morphing House, Moffat Beach
Moon Mountain Sanctuary, Eumundi
Mundai Dja, Maroochydore
Nambour Tram Terminus, Nambour
Noosa Shire Museum, Pomona
Pan Pottery Studio, Weyba Downs
Pioneer Cottage, Buderim 
Pomona Railway Station Gallery, Pomona
Round Hill Retreat, Obi Obi
Saltair Modular Homes, Coolum Beach
Shark’s Clubhouse, Coolum Beach
Sunshine Coast City Hall, Maroochydore
The Shed, Palmwoods
St Mary’s Church, Tewantin
Wallumburn House and Garden, Cooroibah
The Wheel House, Maroochydore
Wilson Beach House, Dicky Beach

Kel Callaghan - Moffat Morphing House



Sienna Topp - Moon Mountain Sanctuary



HIGHLIGHTS

Launch Event
The launch was held at the Maroochy
Bushlands Botanic Gardens on a bright sunny
afternoon; we were welcomed at Garden Cafe
by the wonderful staff and delicious food
produced by Compass Farm. 

There was a buzz of excitement as the
Governor’s cavalcade approached. Her
Excellency officially launched the 2025 Program
as our distinguished Patron. Both Mayor Natoli
and Mayor Wilkie joined the celebrations with
words from Queensland Government Architect
Leah Lang.  Following this a wonderful walk
through the sculpture gardens with the
Governor was hosted by Maureen Sheargold. 
 

Night at the Majestic
A feast from Dohms Kitchen was
enjoyed by all who came to the
Majestic Theatre, the oldest authentic
silent movie theatre in the world. The
crowd soaked up the atmosphere with
a lively classic “One Week” by Buster
Keaton, accompanied by the original
1937 Compton Organ. The evening
was hosted by Moon Mountain
Sanctuary. 

Tewantin Walking Tour
Hosted by the fabulous Bruce Cuttle from
Parkins Hut Tewantin, guests were taken
on a tour of sites around the town,
looking at an array of heritage buildings
including the newly refurbished Royal
Mail Hotel. This tour was so popular it
had to be hosted twice!

HIGHLIGHTS





Maroochydore City Centre Walking Tour
This was a unique opportunity to gain a
birds-eye view of the new Maroochydore
City Centre on this exclusive tour with
Suncentral and Walker Corporation. Guests
heard about the development plans of this
region, what is here now and what is to
come. The City Centre is very important to
the future of the region.

Ask an Architect at ACE
This is a much-loved annual event that offers
a free mini consultation with an architect or
interior designer for the general public.
This is a much sought-after opportunity to
gain free design advice for your renovation
or new build. Hosted at the wonderful Ace
Stone and Tiles showroom in Warana. Halse Lodge

A fantastic afternoon at Halse Lodge, an 1880s
guest house, hosted by Michael Tozer. Words
from Richard McGillivary and Cr Karen Finzel
from Noosa Council, on the recent heritage
renovations to this backpackers’ hostel. Over
60 people enjoyed food, drinks and a tour of
the new upgraded facilities on-site which
many locals had never visited before.



Urban Sketching
Urban Sketching was hosted at Nambour Tram
Terminus and at the Majestic Theatre this year with
a very special member of the design community,
the wonderful Peter Richards. This has been his
tenth workshop over five years. We are always
delighted to have Peter as part of the Sunshine
Coast Open House Festival and he always gets a
wonderful following.

Architect for a Day
High school students interested in studying
architecture and design, came from all over South-
East Queensland to learn about the architectural
profession and participate in a special workshop.
This superb event is hosted by Architect Michael
Dickson from UQ and will be back again next year.

Forum Event - What is Home? #2 
An evening of storytelling and community
connection is one of our famous events. This year
was sponsored by Dulux and Inspirations Paint.
Seven speakers shared and explored the meaning
of home as a sanctuary, place, identity, memory and
culture. The crowd was inspired by personal stories,
songs, images and dancing! Everyone loved the
drinks, food and lucky door prizes.
Speakers: 
Maggie Cairns - Better Together Housing
Jordache Gage - Abstract Artist
David Gole - Architect
Jack Lewis - Waterman / Planner
Darren Percival - Australian singer
Trevor Purvis - Creative Artist
Lynn Scott - Re-wilding Specialist

Walking Tours
Walking tours were hosted in eight locations with
participants having the opportunity to learn about
local gems of the Sunshine Coast. Our
knowledgeable guides hosted several small group
walking tours of local townships on the first of the
Open House weekends.





PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

The Sunshine Coast Open House Photography Competition gives professional
and amateur photographers alike the oportunity to win $1000, sponsored by

Queensland Timber Flooring. 

The competition this year received 112 Entries across five categories: Exterior,
Interior, People, Landscape and Timber.

Student Winner
Sienna Topp -  Moon Mountain Sanctuary

Overall Winner
Nik Kahler -  Sunshine Coast City Hall

Proudly supported by 



The comprehensive marketing  program effectively engaged audiences through online content,
social and traditional media, advertising, stakeholder communication and  networking.
 
Website
www.sunshinecoastopenhouse.com.au
 
The website is the primary marketing and information tool and featured events, building
details, bookings, volunteer information, photography competition and sponsor details. 

Website statistics August - October:
• The website received 49K page views, on par with 2024 website visits. 
• 1.7K returning users and 8.8K new users (up from 8.1K new users in 2024)
• Average duration was 2.07 mins showing a strong interest in the information available
• Average page views per user - 6
• 65% female and 35% male users 
• Accessed via devices - 51% Mobile, 48% Desktop
• Most popular pages: Buildings, Homepage, Events, 2025 Program Page and Kitehouse.
• The most popular building pages were: Kitehouse, Lyrebird House, Moffat Morphing
House, Cooroy House and Bariya Rainforest House. 
 
E-Newsletter
Subscriptions grew by 2% to more than 2K subscribers. Key topics included the Launch event,
building bookings, photography competition, walking tours, special events and calls for
volunteers.

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS



Media
The SCOH launch was featured on local TV channels. Featured stories were included in print
media, magazines, radio, podcasts and online platforms. AIA and Sunshine Coast Council
heavily promoted the event through their networks.

Media Partners
Sunshine Coast Open House continued its successful partnerships with In Publishing’s
flagship publications, Hello Sunshine and In Noosa, as well as its long-term partnership with
ArchitectureAU (Architecture Media). These partnerships resulted in stories, features,
advertisements, and promotions across print and online media.
 

Social Media
Social media helped to create a dynamic community for users to share information, ask questions,
and discover event information.
 
   Facebook grew to 2.3k followers (5.4% increase) with a 17.2k post reach. 
                      Total content reach was 62K+

  Instagram grew to 2.8K followers (10.5% increase) with 90+ posts and 100+ stories shared. 
                       Total reach over the period was to 14.6K accounts with over 172K views overall!! 



 Advertising and Collateral
Paid advertising and collateral included:

1,000 printed programs – given away and available in electronic format to download from
the SCOH website 
2,000 postcards with QR code links – distributed to high-traffic locations around the coast.
500 Launch tote bags and Volunteer tote bags – provided by ACE Stone and Tile
40,000 Copies Distributed of Hello Sunshine and In Noosa advertisements and articles 
90,000 engaged followers on In Publishing Web pages

Media 
The SCOH launch was featured on two local TV channels. Featured stories were included in
print media, magazines, radio, podcasts and online platforms. AIA and Sunshine Coast
Council heavily promoted the event through their networks. In Publishing included articles
and advertisements of the program and events. Noosa Open Studio partnered with Sunshine
Coast Open House this year widening our reach and network for advertising. 

Media Partners
Sunshine Coast Open House continued its successful partnerships with In Publishing’s
flagship publications, Hello Sunshine and In Noosa, as well as its long-term partnership with
ArchitectureAU (Architecture Media). These partnerships resulted in stories, features,
advertisements, and promotions across print and online media.

Sunshine Coast Open House also received valuable in-kind advertising and promotional
opportunities, including promotion by:

Sunshine Coast Council Media
Sunshine Coast Libraries and Galleries and Heritage on their websites
Noosa Libraries and Regional Galleries on their website
Noosa Open Studios
Founding and supporting partner websites, social media channels and e-newsletters
Industry member associations’ communications
Architecture, Landscape and Interior network channels



VISITOR SURVEY

Sunshine Coast Open House 2025 opened 34 buildings to the public and held 23 special events
with over 5498 visitors across the event. The online survey provides insights into the visitors and
their participation across the events. This year we had 110 people fill out the survey with the
following results: 

99% Visitors will visit SCOH again

96% Were highly satisfied 
with the program

85%
Visitors live on the Sunshine Coast. 

15% travelled for the program.

57%
Of visitors came 
in a pair/couple

75%
Enjoyed the event being 
split over two weekends.

Shane Hastings - Moon Mountain Sanctuary



VISITOR SURVEY

“I loved seeing the variety of different homes, learning
how and why they had been designed that way and
how they had been adapted to suit Sunshine Coast's
climate and environment and meeting new people

with similar interests.”

“Loved everything about it - visiting
wonderful homes, listening to great talks.

It’s hard to see and do everything!”

“Being exposed to good design. Talking
to people about the inspiration for living

the way they do.”

“Although we have lived on the
coast for 37 years we were able to
discover places that we had never

visited before.”



Shane Hastings - Saltair Modular Home



Katie Anderson - Moffat Morphing House
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Jess Hume - Wheelhouse


